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LEAGUE RULES, 2011 SEASON.
These rules are set by the league committee and are to be adhered to by all member teams at all times.

1. THE LEAGUE.
Entry into the league is by invitation only.

It is the sole responsibility of the league committee to decide which teams are invited to play in the league every new season, to decide the amount of teams to be allowed into the league and the format of the league.
All new teams invited into the League will be required to pay a league entrance bond (see Fees), which will only be refunded at the end of the season if they have successfully played and completed all of their League and knockout fixtures. 
2. THE LEAGUE COMMITTEE.

The league committee this season is as follows: A paid Secretary (Paul Mangham), who will be responsible for all the administrative League work and a paid Treasurer (Lee Smith), who will be responsible for all financial matters relative to the League. Three league team representatives, (Jim Linacre, Trevor Cartwright and Malcolm Seddens), have been duly proposed and elected by the membership to work alongside the league committee. Note: the league representatives can be changed at any league meeting throughout the season. The paid officials must give six months notice of their intention to resign their position unless they are ousted by a vote of no confidence. In order for a vote of no confidence to be accepted, a majority of two-thirds of the membership must be presented to the committee in writing. An EGM will then be called and a vote taken. The league committee are duly elected to serve the membership and shall be fully responsible for the making and taking of all decisions relative to the running of the League and their decision will be taken as final.
3. THE LEAGUE FORMAT.
There are a total of 13 teams registered with the league this season.

The League points system is based on one point allocated for each rack win.
The final League places will be decided on the total points amassed by all teams during the season. In the event of a tied league place at the end of the season, the team with the better “head to head” result throughout the season will prevail. 
The end of season monetary payout will be decided by the league committee and will be subject to change if a member team or teams leave the league or are expelled during the season without being replaced.
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4. THE MATCHES.                                                                                                                              All league and team knockout matches are the best of seven racks and the order of play is as follows: three singles, one alternate-shot doubles, two more singles, finishing with another alternate-shot doubles and will be played on selected Thursday nights, commencing at 8:00pm with a final start deadline of  8:30pm. Alternate shot doubles allows both sets of players to talk to each other and touch the table during the rack until the player who is due to play places their hand on the baize, at which point they are in control of the table for the remainder of the visit.                                                                                    

A team must have four registered players present in order to commence a league or team knockout match. There is no deadline for the scorecard to be filled but if all racks have been played, any team waiting for a player must award the rack to the opposition.
Any team wishing to cancel a league or team knockout Thursday match must do so by informing both the opposition and the league Secretary by no later than the Monday at 8:00pm. This is the 3 day cancellation period. If a match is re-scheduled to be played on another day, the 3 day period will alter accordingly. If a team breaches the 3 day rule, they will be fined, (see Fines), with half the fine going towards any buffet costs incurred (if applicable) and the match in question must be re-played within 28 days of the date of the match. The team who cancelled the match will start the re-scheduled league match by conceding the first 3 singles racks to the opposition. If a team fail to turn up for a league match without even bothering to contact the opposition they will be fined (see Fines), with half the fine going towards any buffet costs incurred (if applicable) and the match will be instantly awarded to the opposition by a score of 7-0. If a team cancels a team knockout match during the three-day period or fails to turn up on the night, they will be fined (see Fines), with half the fine going towards any buffet costs incurred (if applicable) and furthermore disqualified from all team knockout and supplementary cup matches for the remainder of that season. Teams will only be allowed to cancel a maximum of 3 matches per season. Any team breaching this rule will be fined (see Fines) and docked a maximum of 10 points from their league standing.                                                                                                   Teams will not be allowed to be cancel, bring forward or re-locate any match during the final 4 weeks of the season. Any team breaching this rule will be fined (see Fines) and docked a maximum of 15 points from their league standing. The League strongly advises all teams to complete all of their matches at all times and if a dispute arises during a rack or match, not to sign the scorecard and bring the matter verbally, to the committee’s attention at the next available meeting in order for the matter to be dealt with. Disputes will not be considered by the league if both scorecards have been signed.
All match results are to be logged with the secretary either by text on 07927 512708 or by E-Mail at paul@phoenixpool.co.uk no later than 4 days after the date of the match or a mandatory fine (see Fines), will be imposed.

The end of season monetary payout will be decided by the league committee and will be subject to change if a member team or teams leave the league or are expelled during the season without being replaced.
The date of the final league match of the season is the official deadline for playing any league match. Any outstanding league match after this deadline will be declared void.

LEAGUE RULES.
These rules are set by the league committee and are to be adhered to by all member teams at all times.

5. THE LEAGUE MEETINGS.
An Annual general meeting (AGM) will take place every January to form a new league season.
Existing teams and new applicants will be allowed in the meeting.                                                                                                                 

The league committee has the right to call extraordinary general meetings (EGM’s) outside the AGM to deal with matters of extreme seriousness.                                                                
Monthly league meetings will then take place throughout this season on Wednesday evenings at the Memories Bar, Mexborough and will commence at 7:00 pm.                                                                                Member teams are requested to have a delegate attend every League meeting in order to pay league subscriptions (see Fees), collect league tables, collect and hand in scorecards which count towards the players of the season competition, collect any knockout information and to inform their team members of any league business.                                                                                          
Any team not having a delegate present at a meeting will be fined (see Fines), payable at the next available meeting, along with all outstanding subscriptions.                                                  If two consecutive meetings are missed, the fine will double (see Fines) and the offending team will be stopped from playing any matches with immediate effect until all outstanding finances have been paid. 

A deadline of 2 weeks to pay all outstanding monies will be given in writing to the offending team. If the deadline is breached, the team in question will be expelled from the league with immediate effect and will lose any rights to financial recompense.                                             As a consequence, all the players registered in the expelled team will be suspended indefinitely until paying the league a re-instatement fee (see Fees) set by the committee.
A full list of players indefinitely banned from the league and re-instatement conditions will be made available to all member teams.

Monthly team league subscriptions set by the committee at the AGM are to be paid by each team at every designated league meeting.
All member teams must be fully paid up at the final league meeting of the season.                  Any team in breach of this rule will be fined (see Fines), with the money being deducted from their league payout along with any other monies owed. 

6. LEAGUE PLAYERS.
All league players must be registered with the league before being allowed to represent their team.
All league players are to pay a registration fee to the league (see Fees), 75 % of which will include entry into the singles, doubles and three-man team knockout competitions.

Player registration will close at the half-way point of the season. All teams will be informed of the deadline. Teams may be allowed to register players after the deadline but must have a solid reason in order to do so. Each application will be considered by the league on its own merit.

It is expected of all member players that they conduct themselves in an orderly and sporting manner at all times. If a situation occurs where a member player has transgressed this rule, they will be dealt with accordingly by the committee, based on the seriousness of the matter.                                                                                                                              
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6. LEAGUE PLAYERS (CONTINUED).

The league will again run a singles and doubles aggregate points player of the season award this season, based solely on the results taken from official league scorecards, presented to the secretary at the relevant league meeting.
The top ten in each category will be posted on the website each month.                                 
All results will be processed and brought to each monthly meeting for perusal by any member.                                                                                                          Scorecards presented at the wrong league meeting and ‘word of mouth’ results will not be accepted.
If there is a tie at the end of the season the monetary prize will be shared.                                 The amount payable will depend on the funds available.
Any team who play an unregistered player will be fined (see Fines) and have any points the player has accrued deducted and awarded to the opposition.

7. THE LEAGUE KNOCKOUT COMPETITIONS.

This season the league will again run 5 knockout competitions and they are as follows.                  The singles, doubles and the three-man team competitions, the team knockout and the supplementary cup.

All the knockout competitions carry both trophy and monetary prizes.

Every registered player has the right to join the singles, doubles and three-man team competitions through their league registration fee but must inform the league of their intentions via an entry sheet which will be presented to each member team at the start of the season and will allow every team member time to decide which competition they wish to enter.

Once the deadline for registrations has passed, the competitions will be closed for entry.
All knockout rounds will be drawn at league meetings. 

Several Thursdays will be made available throughout this season for the early rounds of the singles, doubles and three-man team competitions and for all of the team knockout and supplementary cup main rounds, although any match can be brought forward by mutual consent from both parties.
Any player registering for the singles, doubles and three-man team knockout competitions must be playing league matches regularly with their member teams in order to progress.                     If this is not the case, the player in question will be disqualified from the knockouts and their opponents re-instated.  
Any player or players failing to turn up on the set deadline date will be disqualified from the relevant knockout competition.  

Players may be changed in both the doubles and three-man team knockouts before the first match of the first round takes place, providing the league secretary has been informed prior to the match. Failure to do so will result in disqualification. 

A three-man team match can take place with only two players. The offending team will start the match 3 racks down, awarding the three dead racks to the opposition.
All singles and doubles knockout matches up to and including the quarter-finals are the best of 3 racks. In the semi-finals they are the best of 5 racks and in the finals they are the best of 7 racks.
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7. THE LEAGUE KNOCKOUT COMPETITIONS (CONTINUED).

The league will provide a deadline date for all singles, doubles and three-man team finalists, however it is down to all the finalists to agree upon a suitable venue.
The secretary must be informed of all venues, along with the dates for the finals.
The team knockout will run throughout the season. Teams eliminated from the team knockout will enter the supplementary cup competition which will run alongside the team knockout.

Both competitions will be decided over 1 match up to the final, with the first team out of the hat having home advantage.

The finals of the team knockout and the supplementary cup will be over 2 legs with the first team drawn out having home advantage in the first leg.

8. LEAGUE FINANCE.

All teams upon invitation will pay a team entry fee (see Fees), along with the individual player registration at an interim meeting to be held after the AGM and before the start of the new season. 
The end of season monetary payout will be decided by the league committee and will be subject to change if a member team or teams leave the league or are expelled during the season without being replaced. Any team not attending the annual presentation evening to collect their payout will have until the end of the season’s business at the AGM to collect it or it will be put back into the new season funds.
The winners and runners-up of the league, team knockout, singles, doubles and three-man team knockout competitions will receive monetary payment and trophies (or the money equivalent), at the annual presentation evening, the only exception being the supplementary cup competition, which is not based on the trophies (or the money equivalent) system.
The league will provide a maximum of 6 trophies  (or the money equivalent) for the league and team knockout competition winners and runners-up. If a team require further trophies it is their responsibility to pay the extra finance.
Bonus money will be paid to the league winners and runners-up.

All annual returnable trophies awarded to the League winners and runners-up, Team knockout winners and runners-up, Supplementary team knockout winners and runners-up, singles winner, doubles winners and three-man team winners must be signed for and returned to the league in the order they were presented.

Any team in possession of an annual trophy who move to a new venue must take the trophy or trophies with them as they are responsible for their upkeep.
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8a. LEAGUE FINANCE (CONTINUED).
FINES.

The league reserves the right to fine any team or individual within a team for any breach of League rules, breach of discipline, or any matter deemed serious enough. 
The league fines structure is broken into two sections.

Section One : Compulsory fines. These are set fines for certain rule breaches and are as follows.

	Reason.
	Fine.

	If a team breaches league rule 3 by failing to log a league or team knockout result within the four day period.
	£3.00

	If a team breaches league rule 4 by failing to cancel a match within the three-day period.
50% of which shall go towards any buffet costs if applicable.
	£10.00

	If a team breaches league rule 4 by not turning up for a league or team knockout match.
50% of which shall go towards any buffet costs if applicable.
	£10.00

	If a team breaches league rule 4 by canceling more than three matches in a season.
	£15.00

	If a team breaches league rule 4 by canceling, bringing forward or re-locating any match during the last four weeks of the season. 
	£20.00

	If a team breaches league rule 5 by failing to have a delegate present at a monthly league meeting.
	£6.00

	If a team breaches league rule 5 by failing to have a delegate present at two consecutive monthly league meetings.
	£15.00

	If a team breaches league rule 5 by not being fully up to date with their finances at the final monthly league meeting of the season.
	£25.00

	If a team breaches league rule 6 by playing an unregistered player in any match.
	£20.00


Section Two: Serious breach of conduct fines. These are applicable when the league rules have been seriously breached and can be imposed by the league committee if and when applicable.

8b. LEAGUE FINANCE (CONTINUED).
FEES.
There are various league fees which apply to certain criteria and they are as follows:

	New team bond, which will be refundable at the end of the season, providing all new teams have successfully played in and completed all their League and knockout fixtures.
	£70.00

	Individual player registration, including singles, doubles and three-man team knockout competition entry.
	£4.00

	League team entry registration, payable along with the individual player registration at an interim meeting to be held after the AGM and before the start of the new season.
	£20.00

	Team subscriptions, payable at each monthly league meeting.
	£20.00

	Re-instatement to the league by a previously banned player.
	£20.00
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9. THE LEAGUE WEBSITE.

The league has its own website (www.phoenixpool.co.uk.), which is the first place a team delegate or player should visit. It is a very useful place to go to in order to keep pace with everything happening within the league.

For instance, anyone can download up to date league tables, league knockout draws and official league scorecards.

Also, anyone can browse the site to view the league tables, knockouts and the players of the season chart and also look for information on each team and check the latest league news.

The league website is there for anyone to use on a regular basis. Please feel free to do so.
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